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in Iooki,. <0 1M c1uloc:l1 cuhu,e ue> as 3 means of anal)",i"l!:
<he ""I".ra of 3 pa"Kular rqoon. This i...... lO"y I/uo. ell.......,

*""'" do DOl .......~ an a"eo when _ adj_. pc<>f>In
no< ....y a..., cult..n.lly "mila, bu.:ott diaimibr 00 <It"" poopC>
li.i", ouui<k but lIO. 10 1M area of ... Ilural .._ Iku
the cull ..,. ara ai,""" ~ applied un,,-cnally u " mea... 01.
daMifyi"ll culture.. Until it i....."bliohed ot~iw. "'" m.....
......"'" ,teo, xt....l cult...., arfao ott n~

Another way of .~;"ll cuhur.. from an un po;n. of view
i. boy rnuns of <be cultu,t el .." .... Such" du iJ formed by
" gtoup of peoples who btl;cv( til'" u..,ir cul a a.c "mib.
and ,hat th..,. ..... '" a common heritage.' VCI another mtan. i>
'he a'a rn-'ndilion. In lhi. a~. people wi,hin " I..rtieub.
a",a h"'r ,h..ed .hrough tim. " common cuhu,. or 't Ic.,'
elemenu of " COmmon (ohure.' For ""ample, Chin•• Japa", and
KIMn loa,-. at one time f<>mIN an uca CO-lr"dillon.' lka.....
neither ,he cuhu.e clu.,a nor ,he arca COotndit;on can be "'ugh.
for "'hh any certai,,'y, it i, not pD<'ical to uot citt.er oflMm
in .n initi.l 'W"",dl to.n "U.

The cuh.,re 'l'" is ~Uy aII'l",i,"ft! of :u • munt of
dwermining 1igni.fie:an' inlon'rcla,ion. "'I,hin cuh.. ,co by iU<JO't.

uinins like r'""f'OCUft to likc stim..li. r .... CllUnpk, it i.......
CCfncd with ",*,"'Cfi", and dc6ni"ll c><>Iu.ionary otlISft. pe»-
.... cu ru. irrip,lon ci~iliuOOrt, and 'l"C"ik '1'J'CO of ........
poIi,o oa..rcs.uch •• ,he ONA.'. Thi. 'YJlC of in-up'ion
io, of counc. "iul ro rhc .xi.1 ociclK1Cl, bu' i. i. not ~rily

conuo-ncd with.n ._ Knl.a,lon. Thit P'"JIC'" will lrJ ro show
how .!>¢ cul'ure 'jPC ~. <<In<q'' an hc~ wi'hin
.n u.,. ~pccti'"C.

Th" mcthod it simpk in ill broad .... 'lina It i. 10 dctcmtinc
cullu",l .imilari.i.,. hctwCC'n c'hnic groupo round within. pre-
ocribcd region. Simil..i,y i. sough, for- ilS own ..k~, 'ha' i. to
"y, th~ dua it no, "'~ightM in '~tm. or .pecial ptoblem. such
.. ~nvironm~nl.l d~t.,min.li..... hi"",i.,,1 origin•. c~nlu,ion.ry

COllll'"<,,, o' o,h~r int~.CI" which, if inj«t~d illio a 'J·ltem of
cI...ifia'ion. IC2d 1101 '0 "uem.... " 01 sew:....1 .imil.rity. IdClIlIj'.
'hc region '0 hc " ..d;M .hould hc ...lec,M ..bitrarily II)' ref...
en<c to dcgl~ of Ionglt..d~ and l.'ilu<!c, for in04anoe. In ,hi.



way "'~ w"uld ",'"id beginning our r~..arch in • cuh",.,.ar~.

lram~ "I mind. Such term> as ,he "~Iiddle t:a","' "hr Ea","' .nd
"5ou,h""" A,ia" de-ign..e ...urned cuhuTe ar~a' and ,hould be
a"oid<:<l in carelul ,hinking. Actually ,hi, m"'''UT~ i, tOU
rig"r"u .. Few would find pl~..urc in such .n al'l'rn<lch. Perh,p,
the bes, me'hod I, to choose regloos for 'lU,ly tha, a", n", cui.
tUre .",a, bu' ,,'hich nl;\'e"hel",.. ha,'", an all""ti,.. al'pe.1 f,,,'
,h~ in,-e"ig3l0r. In my ",,'n c..~ ,he area of 1\;orth~m and
W""ern Chin. seemed '0 fulfill ,h... T«I"i1'cmc"" •• i, h.,
poli,jcal rulit), and ye, ha, no, been concd,'ed a' a cuhure arc•.

Na,ut3l1y, "'e should keep ,he study withi" ,he hi,wrical
presen" In 1'<0"he1n and Wcs,ern Chin. i, "'a, pooslble h' u>l:
only mateTial whieh TdcTTed '" ,he ''''~n'leth """uy. Sine.
i, is u,ually iml'0..ibl~ '0 pr",·ld. a compl«. dillTlb",;on lor
~,'ny ,.. i" ,h~ inl,i,,1 poin!> 01 departu,~ lor ge"...ali,.. ion ate
«hnie groups. Thi, means ,ha' «hnie uni" m"" be aSctrt.ined
first. Thi, i, IOm«imes diffleuh Lu' can generally bc ,lone. Ill'
ethnic group I mean" l>c<>plc who haY. a common n.m. 1".
themsch'es, beli.,.., ,hey ha'" a common heritage, ."d m.in.. i"
a feeling of unily,"

The nex, "ep should be .im!,ly In enum...a'e oil ,he cultural
,.. ilS or e>eh ethnic group and then. by comparing ,he cult"r""
of each or ,h. ethnie groul" wi,hin ,he sample with ~aeh Olher,
decide which cull",,,, a"" mO', .imilar. HO"'I;\'er, ,hi. lttI'IlingJy
,impl. approach i, Inugh, wi,h phiJO'ol'hical a, well a. \1"11>1
mig-h, bes, be ,enocd logi"ie probl."". Th. m"" ob,i"". of
,ll... i, ,he qu",tion of wha, ron"i,Ul~' a cullure Ir.it and in
how I.r Ir.i" !rom differen, cultUtes are comp...blc. The 1.<1
,hat ,hi. me,hod was u,cd """. ,,,,..>ly yean ago a, ,he Uni"ersi,y
nl Calil"rnia and ,h.n abandoned points to at k." an uncon.
",iuu. a"arcn'" of ,h... proble",. by those who uwl i,."

In • cuhu"""lI'" approach one ,h"uld neithe, "'eigh ,I,,'
<lata in <eno, of special pTOblems nor .pproaeh il fro", ••i"'ply
'l",nti'ati,'e point of ,'i~w'. Thu ",ern, '0 le...e u, merely in the
I>o,i,ion of >landing 31 ,he s,d~ lin", and intuiting. I do not
leel ,h., ,uch i, in f.CI ,he c..e, There i, .nother altern"i,""
which I will now 'f}' '0 pra<:nt.

The fim "ep in ,he cuhure-type m.,ho<! in,rod\lCcd in ,hi.



paf>CT i. 10 e".bli.h foo' broad ""Iego,ie. onde, ""hkh i, i,
"""ible 10 .rr.nge the coho"," of Ihe e,hni~ IIni" "udied.
These bro.d eat<go'i'" enrompa.. nnrly .11 ,he ClIhu,al beh"'ior
of man. They >tc: (I) ,he relation,hip Ixl""een ,n.n .nd Ihe
l'h}~ical e""i,onmenl, (2) Ihe .ela';o"'hip be""een member> of
'hc "me c,hnic "nil, (-') Ihe ,elation.hip bel""een diRerent ethnic
"ni.., and (4) 'he relalion.hip belween man and ,he .upern.,,,,al.
E>lhe'ia or .rt i•• l<gitimale ""I<g0ry, independen, of ,h.
olhen," bu, i' hal been my e~pc1"ience 'hal i' i. dillicuh '0 fond
,"l1icienl matc,ial '0 de.l wilh thi> "1"-"'1 of cuho,e ad"'loOlely,
With thi. general f....me 01 ,cr'rence:lS a guide one proce.d> 10
>ludy .11 'he cul1"'e> i""oh'ed in term, of 'hese b,oad ""Ie.
go,i••. Th'''' >I"di'" do nol h3"e 10 be "'rillen lip in • f",m.1
m.nner. To do >0 "'Ollld be 1o "'mpile a handOOok. 001 a c"ltun:·
'ype "udy',

The ,lat. i, then re"I<:",ed for Ihe ..I«lion of ."bcatego,i<:>
"'hi,h ""n b' used :lS a ba,i. for compa'ing lhe cult"'e> oS ,he
c,hnic group" Th..., .ubealcgo'i'" mu" apply 10 each e"l",rc.
Thcy mO>l be limi'ed in number, Olhe''''ise Ihc \lOC of Ihem will
open ,h, ,100' 10 ,Iemenl counling. They mO>l be 'he ,e.ult 01 'he
gtne....1 backg,ound 01 'he dhdplinc .nd Ih, dat. at hand
bc<>uoc a"Olher lechniqoe 01 ",Iee'ion will r.Reel 100 "arrow an
orientation, They moul ,cRee' di'''ib''lion. ,.-I,i,h.•hhough
Iheir fln.1 f"rm' "'ill 001 be kno",n 10 Ihe in"CSlig'lOf. "ill .lio"·
g'ouping. of ",me ind,,,i.'en .... To illuM",e lhl, pol",. leI u.
look at Ihe JIO"ibilllY "f o,ing dlh.r d,... "yl", Or ."I»i"en«
pattern. 10 '-ep,<><n' lhe maj"r eatego')', ".\Ian and the Physkal
E",'i,,,nm."':' £", a <uhU'Ny'~ >lodf of N""hc,n at>d \r""lcrn
Chin•. In Ihi. arca. dre.. >11'1",. especially ,ht>OC "f """nlen, ""'1'
'" m",h f"'m e'hnic grn"p 10 ethnic g'o"p that it i. impo"ible
In .ch'.'-•• workable ,hotrib"li"n l","ern if one wc,e I" u>c
Ihi.... mb<':ll<g"'y, Spccifie manife"alio", "I .u!»i"encc pal'
1<,,"', "n 'hc o,her hand, >te ohe" ""idely .hart<! by diRe,e""
edm'c gro"p, ami 'herdor. com,i,,,,, • wo,bble ."be~Iq;"'y,

It i. dcar lha' Ihe ",Icc,i"n of .obea'<gorie. i. a C1udal!,,,i,,,
in £uhure"Yl'e I""nul",i"",. Dinerem ,Ii".ibulio"s, .nd lh",
dineren, e"h"fC 'ypes. ",ill ,e,"J, fm'" lhe ",Icc'ion of ,liner.nl
."bcalcgori"" In>ofar •• Ihe ori.nta,i,,,, in ",I«ting '>l<garie>



~nd ."b<:a'q:ori~. i. '0 ob'ain ~ g~o... 1 pict"re of ,h~ ~'hnog

raphy 01 'ho u~a, I boll.". ,h.. ,h. m~,l1od i> ~d"'l""~' Th~,"

i. nO p"rpo,dul .".mp' 10 ,.-~igh ."h"'(-Iyp. forn",l.,ion. in
fa"or of aoy on. a.p«' 01 ~oltu,. b,,', on ,h~ ron,rJry, ,h~ <li,'i·
.ion in,o ,h. major n'ogories in.ur~. of a, I.." ''lual iml'ort.,lC~

!Xing gi"en 10 four dillerelll 'l'ltereJ 01 cuhur•. Subcor''l:ori",
.110uld TeRec. Ih~ g.n~",1 ori.n'a,i"n of ,h~ di>cipline ~••lIal'",1
by ,h. a""a ",lec,«I for .,,,dy.

,\t,er th~ ,,,Ix:uegori.. ha,'~ be~n ..,I~c,cd, ,h~ p.rti... r.r
,.... il> Or ~oul" of 'rai" by "'hich ,h~y are rel'r~"",,,~,l in each
.ult",~ ''>0 t11~n be plotl«l on • m.p. O,h~, trait di"rib"tion.,
hO"'~"er in,~resling in their OWn righ', are ignored, TI,ere ,!Lo"M
be four .".h ma"". on~ fOT ~~ch m.jor ""'egoT)' 01 c"lI"'e. Fin.lly.
• fifth mal'. 'he .uhure-type m.p. ,umm..i,.. 'he ma'eri.1 on
'he Olh~r mapo. All cultur.. which ar~ found '0 eon,.in ''''0 Or
mor~ of ,h~ ..me or'imilat ... il> a<cording '0 'he ':""gory "'aJ"
are con.idered .. belonging '0 dl~ ..me .uh",~ ,ype. In,,m,,rh
.. lh~ ,ubca'ogori.. 're aTri"ed a, in<lepen<lently of each o,h~r.

,h~ ~ultur~ 'ypes should no, ,..,11«:, any paTtie"lar 'hro,",ic~1

orien"'ion. For 'he ..me r~a""n, ,h~y do no, rellec' .ny one
logical scllerne and 'herefo'e can be explained in,lj"id"ally.

The u'" of sulX':uegori.. ""ill become dearer if ""e see ho",'
thO}' ""ere "sed in eo..bli.hing culture 'ype. for NoTthern anti
We,,~rn China. The '''bcategorits unlkr ,h~ gen~r.ll heading.
""Man and 'he Phl'.kal Em'ironmen,:' are ho".. '1'P'" and
,,,b>i,,enc~ pa"em. be.." .. many peoples hne the ",me ki"d
of ho,,'" con>true'ion in combination ,.,.i,h 'he ..me 'n'" "f
suhoi"«,,e pattern.. ,... a m."~t of f.c,. 'he cCHl1bin"ion of y"rt
and pastoral nomadi"", lor enml.I~, seem. '0 form 'he ground,
for ,he I"'p"laT con«p' of ,he oo-called Central A'ian "'ay of
lil~. Ho"oe 'l'P'" .nd .ub<i.'ence paltern. ar~ an ind",i>'~ pair
of SUbcategoties becau.. 'hO}' in<l"tle Ill.ny differen' ~.. i,·i,ies_
They Tet..- clooely '0 'he m.in ca,eg<"')', 'he rela'iond'ip be'"een
nlO" .,,<1 ,h~ plty'ical eOl'ironment, .. ,h... people> del'~n<1

aim"" entir~ly "I"'" 'he direc' ""ploi,.,ion "f ,heir h.bilO', .n
....ploi.. 'ion ma<1~ I... di,,,,,, only by 'heir domeo,icated grain>
and anilll'lo.

To lOl-.~ ."",h~r ~xample. in 'he ."b<:a'egot)' """I under d,~
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lllain a.qwy. lht ,ela.i<>nohipo bctWft'n membns 01. ,he u ....
nhnie poupo. .eh'~ '0 ,he ...." ..~ of <he p<imary and oeccnd.ary
poupo of .-adl nhnic uni•. Tha. i. '0 uy. ~Jly ~ki"K

'M indi'·id....l 0.;_ ...~bj., ini.i.aJl, and l<- 'M .-.
part '0 'M ..em bmilJ and ,tim to 'M .eni, ....;"'l p;rouf'. .hot
..ill•. In mnt~ to lht Oli........ ,be Dap. ar~ .~bl~

ini.i.al'" ... "'" alfl\<1nl lami'" and ,lito '0 'M cnml"""'""
kin J'oup.

I ha"~ word ,hi< ...bo,rpy fo< ""'eral rca-.s. Fint. ,h_
i< ' ...... 1 an,h'Of'O'oIi(:t1 in'n"" in 'h..... J'oupi~ .hholllj:h
,~ ••~ .- <u"omarily F"'I'ed for pU'J"'O"S of da..i1i<:uion.
Strond. I h...., p;tired primary an,l """ond.. ry groupin~, in••tad
or ".ing nnly 0 ... g.o"ping bc<:a">t I <I",irt<l '0 d••1 "'i'h ..
intIll.i,t a .ulx..egvry a, po..il:>lt. "'I"'dally in ,·i~,,· of ,t,. f••,
,hll I hi,.., ",llli"ely i"du,i,'••"!>c.'rgori•• "mler "'hieh '0
a"a"g. ,h. ,13,....i,h ref..e..ee '" ''''0 oth., main c-.'r:goti••.
man and the phj"i..1~",·i •.,nn""'t. and ,h. r.l.,ion~il' be' ..·..n
ilia" and ,he '"1'""'"","1. Thi.d. th..., grouping. hI". been
r~I.,"'.ly po:rlllaltt1l' in lorm. Wi,h .<gud '0 poli,i(:tl .l"......
..ntil r«.nd, a .........f'1I>e'r "'t-,.. ""Quid be be.... qu.lified
'0 ....1 wi,h .he cphcmn'al polilical .i' 'ion in Olin. 'h.>n
would 10 .nthropoloc'''' AI .... poli.al ., euq>t in .hoIe
...... whn. ,hty """I"'"" •..., o«t>ntbry VOUp. hl,t ...,. b«n
utcd lor a ...b<:Ittp'J r.:. ,.ft a.-..... ,a..,.,: lIIa"y 01 .he
peopIa ol.h" •.~. ar. u he domination 01."", 01._ .ntl
ar~ poli,ically xtpbalou eor•• 'M (:t,tp'J doeo .-
apply .0 .hem.

The ",b<a,qoric> uoed .0 revr......, ,ht rcb.ionlJ.i"" bnwffn
dillnm. ~.hnir: uni.. deal pr'mari'" wi,h ,h. problem. 01 in,..·
.,hnie .r.otk. poptJl1tion """'nnen'.. aDd Up'''''''''''' 01. 1 mili·
tlty "ltu.e. A• ....h.•...,. PO;'" '0 .h...... 01 II .." .... , ..... itt
t"i"cnc:. d ...ing ,he ,im. ,hit .h.. r",ld work uPO" ,,'hilh .hi.
"udy uf <nhu•• 'n"" ...... 1).0••<1 ..... u"icd n" •.

R..ligion i, ,h••u!>ca,egory u,i1i/cd '0 "pr"'tn, ,ht "'<go.y.
";\hn and the S"l"'nt.. ",al." for hlo" of ,h~ ethn;c "ni,. ,,,,<I..
••"i..... ,hi> .hoiet i• .,In·;o,, •. W. hll'" in ,hi...... ,he e.•i"tnc~
of ",..lI·form"I.,ro belid 'yJ""'" "'ith ",..bli.htd church", .nd
,1011....... encomf'1..ing "'i,hin th..i. fold. almo" all ..I....... of
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'" ,he ",Iu,i"" of a panicul'T problem. bu' i' i, no' a h"li"ic
" ...m.m "f r.I.,i"mhi.,. .. i, ,II<: c.", wi,h ,he d ...ical cuhu.e
ar•• , bu, can be buih upon or a..umed a. Iludy con~rning a
region in'enoifi... Finally. as long as we con,inue '0 gi.'e com·
pori.,.", an arca bi ... if for no ",her ":a"'n ,h.n to c"un,enac,
,he di"or,i"n 0/ "udj'ing cullur." ou"ide 01 ,heiT in'erelhnic
and gre..er geographical cornex,.•nd '0 gi,'e ,'en' '0 OUT alfec,i.'e
impul..,., .. me,hod ,imilar '" ,he cuhure.type scheme pu, f"nh
in ,hi, paper i. ".c.... ry. In .uch schem... ,he cullure 'ypes a,
'uch are no, impo.,an, bu' n,he< i, i, ,he rel .. ioruhi!,s disco."
ered .nd ,he problems as well a, ,he a"'WCTS '0 ,,'hich ,uch rela·
,i"",hip' lead. WhClII<:r such a scheme i, maint.ined explicitly
or ;mplici,ly. formally oT i"lo""ally. i, on 'he whole beside ,he
poin,. An awareness 01 _,hod. ho"',,',,,. i, ,he distinguUhing
marl of ,ho", who "udy "'an scie",ifically as a "",ial animal
and 10 par.ph",sc Soc..,.".•n awaren"" "';,h nlelhod enahl",
u, to kno'" ,he diffe<cnc. be'ween knack and sci.n..,.
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